IDEALISTIC  THOUGHT   OF   INDIA
Mind is identified with God. It is also called objective idealism,
because, though the objects are ideas, they are the ideas of God
or the Absolute, and retain their objectivity, so far as the finite
perceiving subject is concerned. In its extreme form, the theory is
sometimes called subjectivism, pan-egoism, pan-psychism, and
mentalism. The latter two names are sometimes given to that
theory according to which, though the object is different from the
subject, it is regarded as being made of the same stuff as that of
mind.
VI
FORMS    OF    IDEALISM    IN    THE    HISTORY    OF
EUROPEAN  THOUGHT
(glato's philosophy is*an idealism of the ideals, and not of ideas in
the sense of mental states. He uses the term ideas also, and tells
us that they only, as contrasted with physical things, are real.
But his ideas are patterns or standards for the things of sense.
The idea of man is the ideal man, and the idea of horse is the
ideal horse. They are also called concepts or forms. Reality, for
Plato, is a system of these ideals, all interconnected by the supreme
ideal of the GoocT) Plato did not conceive of subjectivism or
mentalism, though the germs of the theory were not wanting in
the philosophy of the Sophists who preceded him. Their principle,
man is the measure of all things, was interpreted in an extremely
solipsistic sense, and led to the scepticism of Pyrrho, according to
wlncErbur knowledge could never be certain and we could never
be certain even of the truth of the sceptical principle that our
knowledge can never be certain. Of course, even Plato's ideas may
be interpreted as the ideas of human thought; and, though they
are given cosmic significance, the thought of them is after all the
thought of the finite individual. Yet they are not ideas in the
sense of mental states but norms or standards, though one may
call them the constructions of the human mind. But Plato did not
treat them as subjective but as having their existence in some
heavenly sphere, though he could not have been unconscious of
the subjectivistic tendencies in the Sophistic teachings.
Though the concept of nous^ or mind was discovered as early as
Anaxagoras, Greek philosophy in general displays very few sub-
jectivistic tendencies. The hylozoists made practically no distinc-
tion between mind and matter. We find some emphasis on mind
in Anaxagoras, the Sophists, and the last Greek schools. Even
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